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The Honorable Hillary Clinton 
Secretary of State 
2201 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20520 

May 17th, 2012 
Dear Madam Secretary:  

I am writing to you on behalf of the Iranian Students and Graduates Association (ISGA) in 
the United States to express our concerns regarding the implementation of the multiple-entry visa 
policy approved in May 2011. Recently, ISGA conducted a nationwide survey regarding this 
policy among returning and new Iranian students. In the survey, we studied the issues and 
problems encountered by Iranian students and scholars in applying for a multiple-entry visa. A 
report has been prepared based on the survey results and is attached to this letter. 

The new policy reads that it applies for only non-sensitive, non-technical fields of study and 
research. The Persian page of the Department of State Facebook1 elaborates “non-sensitive”, 
“non-technical” fields as those that do not contribute to the Iranian government’s proliferation 
activities. The survey results however show that more than 77% of Iranian students did not 
receive multiple-entry visas. This finding is in close agreement with another recent survey 
conducted by Dr. Hojabri2. None of the students who participated in our survey and received 
single-entry visas were in the fields related to nuclear science or proliferation activities. We 
believe that the main reason is the ambiguities in the new visa policy in defining “non-sensitive” 
or “non-technical” fields of study. As a result, majority of the Iranian students and scholars who 
applied for an F, M or J visa, were not granted a multiple-entry visa. 

Furthermore, the survey results indicates that, in addition to the “non-sensitive”, ”non-
technical” fields, there is a significant variation in the outcome and the process of visa among 
various consulates. Our survey results indicate that only 10% of visa applicants who applied at 
the U.S. consulate general in Dubai received multiple-entry visas. This number increased to 14% 
and 21% for students who applied at Cyprus and Turkey consulates. The survey also indicates 
that 80% of the students who applied to U.S. embassies in Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan 
received multiple-entry visas.  

Another disturbing trend is discrepancy in the waiting time after the visa interview for 
Iranian students and scholars. According to the survey, the average waiting time for the 
administrative visa processing, for different embassies is 54 days, which again varies depending 
on the location of the embassy. The longest average visa waiting time was found to be 70 days 

                                                 
1 http://www.facebook.com/USAdarFarsi?sk=app_208195102528120 
2 http://hojabri.net/letter-to-secretary-clinton-new/  
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for students who had applied for visa at consulate general in Dubai. In our survey we came 
across students who had to wait for more than six months after their initial interview in Dubai. It 
is important to note that such long delays practically deny students of their chance to study at 
destination universities. These unusual delays also negatively impact universities who expect 
these students.  

The most worrying results of the survey are the cases of two Iranian Ph.D. students. They 
visited Iran midway during their studies and applied for a re-entry visa at the consulate general in 
Dubai. Both of their visa applications were rejected and they cannot return to the U.S. and 
continue their studies. These visa rejections have had a devastating effect on the academic and 
personal lives of these students, their families and their academic advisors in the U.S. 

In summary, according to our survey, issuing multiple-entry visas to Iranian students has 
been quite inconsistent. The probability of obtaining a multiple-entry visa is highly dependent on 
the location of the consulate. Also, waiting time for the administrative processing varies based on 
the location of the embassy. The new visa policy was received very positively among students 
and scholars at the U.S. universities as perceived as a step towards facilitating the travel for 
Iranian students to visit their families and attend international conferences. Our suggestion is to 
further amend the policy to bring clarity and consistency so that the policy plays its positive role 
to the fullest. These amendments could include clear definition of the terms ‘non-sensitive’ and 
‘non-technical’. We also suggest that clear policy be adopted regarding the waiting time of visa 
applicants.  

We recognize and appreciate all of your efforts and support in modifying the strict visa 
regulations for Iranian students and scholars. On behalf of the Iranian Students and Graduates in 
the United States, I request for effective measures to be taken to improve the implementation of 
this policy. I greatly appreciate your time and consideration.  

Sincerely yours, 

 

Ali Tamijani 

President, Iranian Students and Graduates Association (ISGA)   
http://isga-us.org/  
  


